,            NOTES.
had composed verses on the subject dishonourable to the Imperial House. On this the Emperor sent him a poisoned shirt, which, as soon as he put it on, began to consume him, so that his flesh fell from him. Hence he is called Thu 1 Koruli, "the man with the ulcers." The intrigue with a Greek lady of high station is probable; and to it the poet is said to allude when he describes his entry into a married woman's chamber in the first poem of the Diwan, p. 20, Arab. Text. According to M. de' Slane, the mistress of Imr al Kays was probably Arabia, the daughter of Justin II. It is certain, however, that Imr al Kays died at Ancyra; probably of some leprous disease, which gave rise "to the legend. When his death was known, the Ghassani prince Harith resolved to possess himself of the cuirasses left in the charge of Samuel. He put himself at the head of his troops and summoned Samuel to give them up. The Jewish chief shut himself up in his castle and refused. But one day an infant son of Samuel, being with his nurse outside the castle, was seized by Harith, who then summoned Samuel to a parley. Samuel appeared on the wall, and Harith repeated his demand, with the threat that if it were not complied with he would put the child to death. Samuel asked time for consideration, and it was granted. He then called all his people to counsel, and they advised him to give up the property and save the child. But when he came again on the wall he said, " I cannot give up the cuirasses and break faith; do what thou wilt with the boy, for perfidy is a collar that never wears out; this boy will leave brothers behind him." Then Harith killed the child before the father's eyes ; but was forced after a time to give up the siege. When the season of the pilgrimage came Samuel took the cuirasses and delivered them to the heirs of Imr al Kays at the fair of c Ok&z. This Samuel was, like so many of the noble Arabs of that age, a poet, and to him are attributed some fine verses contained in the Hamaseh, p. 49, For other persons who are exemplars of faith-keeping among the Arabs, see Arab. Prov. II. 830 and following pages. One of these owes his reputation, like Samuel, to good faith towards the gifted and unhappy Imr